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Background

Domestic violence is abuse (emotional,
sexual, or physical) that is inflicted on
another person (male or female) by a
significant other or family member.
 Encompasses intimate partner
violence, elder abuse, and child abuse.
Domestic violence effects more than 10
million people a year, with 1 in 3 women
and 1 in 4 men having experienced severe
physical violence from an intimate partner
In their lifetime
Domestic violence has been shown to
increase during stressful situations, like
COVID-19.
In current literature domestic violence-
related deaths increased during COVID-
19 and then started to decline after
COVID-19 was sustained.
This study looks to see if a similar trend of
domestic violence-deaths was seen in the
28 counties covered by the Eastern
Regional Autopsy Center.
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Weapon Types

Firearm Injuries: Handgun (56), rifle (1), and shotgun (9).

Sharp force injuries: Knife (21) and broken alcohol bottle (1).

Blunt force Injuries: Unknown (8), hammer (1), and tire iron (1).

Asphyxia: Manual strangulation (6), smothering (1), and ligature
strangulation (2).

MATERIALS & METHODS

A retrospective study of female deaths autopsied
at the Eastern Regional Autopsy Center from 2012
to 2022 was conducted, finding 182 cases.
Demographics, cause of death, weapon type, and
perpetrator were recorded.
Group Classifications
 Female homicides were classified into two
groups
1. Other homicides (74 cases)
2. Domestic violence-related homicides (108
cases)
Domestic violence-related homicide inclusion
criteria:
 Greater than 15 years old
* The perpetrator was a significant other or a
family member
» Bystander killed in a domestic violence-related
iIncidence.
Domestic violence-related homicides were
reclassified into two groups
1. Intimate partner homicide (88 cases)
* Female killed by significant other or
bystander killed in an intimate partner
incident.
2. Family-related homicide (20 cases)

* Female killed by a family member or a

bystander killed in a family-related incident.
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Additional Findings

9 cases involved multiple injury types

« Combination of sharp force injuries, blunt force
injuries, firearm injuries, or asphyxia

* [ cases were intimate partner homicides

« 2 cases were family-related homicides

4 cases involved women that were pregnant at the

time of their death.

22 case involved domestic violence-related deaths

followed by perpetrator suicide.

3 case were classified as "mercy Kkilling” by the

perpetrator.

3 cases involved bystanders killed during a domestic

violence-related incident.

Conclusions

COVID-19 brought about many repercussions around
the world, including increases in violence, including
domestic violence

Our study aligns with the current literature on
increased domestic violence during COVID-19.

This study highlights the continued increase of
domestic violence following COVID-19 in

eastern North Carolina, which maybe due to
iIncreased economic uncertainty and mental health
problems in the region.

This study also highlights the need for on going
funding and support for victims of domestic violence.

References

L N ouk W

1.  Kourti, A., Stavridou, A., Panagouli, E., Psaltopoulou, T., Spiliopoulou, C., Tsolia, M., Sergentanis, T. N., & Tsitsika, A. Domestic Violence During the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Systematic
Review. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 24(2), 719-745 (2023). https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211038690

2.  Evans, D, Hawk, S., and Ripkey, C. Domestic Violence in Atlanta, Georgia Before and During COVID-19. Violence and Gender 8:3, 140-147(2021).

https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/vio.2020.0061

United Nations. (2020). Addressing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on violence against women and girls. Accessed September 19, 2023,

from https://www.un.org/en/addressing-impact-covid-19-pandemic-violence-against-women-and-girls

Byard, R.W. Geographic variability in homicide rates following the COVID-19 pandemic. Forensic Sci Med Pathol 17, 419-421 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1007/s12024-021-00370-4
Boserup B, McKenney M, Elkbuli A. Alarming trends in US domestic violence during the COVID-19 pandemic. Am J Emerg Med. 38(12):2753-2755 (2020).

Huecker MR, King KC, Jordan GA, et al. Domestic Violence. [Updated 2023 Apr 9]. In: StatPearls [Internet]. Treasure Island (FL): StatPearls Publishing; 2023 Jan-. Available from:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK499891/

North Carolina Department of Public Safety. (2020). Report on Domestic Violence Relaed Homicides for Calender Year 2020 Reporting Requirements and Implementation. Accessed
September 26, 2023, from https://www.ncsbi.gov/Services/SBI-Statistics/Domestic-Violence-Report/2020-DV-Homicide-Report-March-2021.aspx

North Carolina Department of Public Safety. (2021). Report on Domestic Violence Relaed Homicides for Calender Year 2021 Reporting Requirements and
Implementation. Accessed September 26, 2023, from https://www.ncsbi.gov/Services/SBI-Statistics/Domestic-Violence-Report/2021-DV-Homicides-Report-March-
2022.aspx

9. North Carolina Department of Commerce. (2023). 2023 North Carolina Development Tier Designation. Accessed Sept 26, 2023, from

https://www.commerce.nc.qgov/report-county-tiers-ranking-memo-current-year/download?attachment

10. North Carolina Department of Public Safety. (2022). Report on Domestic Violence Relaed Homicides for Calender Year 2020 Reporting Requirements and
Implementation. Accessed September 26, 2023, from https://www.ncsbi.gov/Services/Crime-Statistics/Domestic-Violence-Report/2022-DV-Homicides-Report-March-
2023.aspx.

11. Boserup B, McKenney M, Elkbuli A. Alarming trends in US domestic violence during the COVID-19 pandemic. Am J Emerg Med. 2020 Dec;38(12):2753-2755. doi:
10.1016/j.ajem.2020.04.077. Epub 2020 Apr 28. PMID: 32402499; PMCID: PMC7195322.



https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211038690
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/abs/10.1089/vio.2020.0061
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/full/10.1089/vio.2020.0061
https://www.un.org/en/addressing-impact-covid-19-pandemic-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12024-021-00370-4
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK499891/
https://www.ncsbi.gov/Services/SBI-Statistics/Domestic-Violence-Report/2020-DV-Homicide-Report-March-2021.aspx
https://www.ncsbi.gov/Services/SBI-Statistics/Domestic-Violence-Report/2021-DV-Homicides-Report-March-2022.aspx
https://www.ncsbi.gov/Services/SBI-Statistics/Domestic-Violence-Report/2021-DV-Homicides-Report-March-2022.aspx
https://www.commerce.nc.gov/report-county-tiers-ranking-memo-current-year/download?attachment
https://www.ncsbi.gov/Services/Crime-Statistics/Domestic-Violence-Report/2022-DV-Homicides-Report-March-2023.aspx
https://www.ncsbi.gov/Services/Crime-Statistics/Domestic-Violence-Report/2022-DV-Homicides-Report-March-2023.aspx

